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and varieties of fruits, vegetables and flowers. A third general
function of the Association is to popularize the results of scientific
research through its publications and to take such knowledge forth
to the largest number of breeders possible. It will be seen, that
the scope and work of these state breeders associations and that of
the American Breeders Association are mutually inclusive, the inter-
ests of each include those of the other. The two are not in competi-
tion, but are supplementary to each other, and should be intimately
and widely in cooperation. The American Breeders Association,
through its annual meetings, its bound annual reports, and its quar-
terly journal, the American Breeders Magazine, endeavors to center
thought upon the broader features of genetics and practical breeding.
These publications follow with close attention the results of genetic
research in America and abroad. They emphasize the large eco-
nomic values which arise from the improvement of the heredity of
our great wealth producing crops and breeds of live stock. They
discuss in the light of modern science of heredity, the methods by
which great leaders in breeding have secured their substantial results.
They place, besides all these discussions, the larger phases of eugenics
in their economic and social relation.

MANY GENERAL BREEDERS ASSSOCIATION

The numerous associations of practical breeders are coming to
deal more with, the theory of breeding. The trotting register associ-
ations, the advanced registries of dairy breeds, the cow testing asso-
ciations, and the circuit breeders associations, are examples of a
tendency to follow out science in a statistical way in building up
•families of exceptional breeding value within the respective breeds.
Field crop breeders associations, horticultural societies, florists soci-
eties, and associations of seedsmen and nurserymen are gradually
paying more attention to scientific discussions in their meetings and
conversations. But in the end the great work of all these organiza-
tions is to take the products of the creative breeder and to multiply
and bring into wide use the new family of this breed or that, and the
new variety of plants. Thus, thousands of Shorthorn breeders have
multiplied the "Scotch" cattle brought them through the genius of
Cruikshank. N-. H. Gentry built up and also widely multiplied his
Berkshires, but in the latter work he had thousands of expert swine
breeders as helpers. Burbank finds and creates new forms, but the
seedsmen and nurserymen are the multipliers and purveyors of his
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new things. Experiment stations put out new varieties; and seed
growers, seed dealers and nurserymen become agencies to multiply
them so that eventually they come within reach of all growers.

Until recent years the science of breeding was in a very undeveloped
form, and it is even now very incomplete. But it is a lusty youth
and the time for a new order of things has arrived. The practical
breeder can now ill afford not to know the widening knowledge which
relates to his business. He needs the knowledge and skill of the
scientist. We are rapidly getting rid of our old breeding super-
stitions, of knowledge of things that are not so and breeding is being
placed on a firm basis. It will pay the practical breeder to study
the present status of the knowledge of heredity, and to keep abreast
of advancement along this line. It will pay him for economic reasons,
that he may the better use the best materials available in his own
breeding work. But beyond that it will pay hi™ for the substantial
pleasure and personal development he will receive from this study,
as it is being cleared up through research and practical experience.

THE FIELD OF THE AMERICAN BREEDERS ASSOCIATION

The American Breeders Association first sought out and secured
in its membership the genetic scientists and the creative breeders
of this country and many from other countries. It now desires to
enlist under its banner the practical breeders also. The genetic
scientists and the creative breeders number only hundreds or at
most a few thousand. The practical breeders of live stock, including
the no less important ones of poultry and bees, are numbered by
the hundreds of thousands. The American Breeders Association
will come into its larger purpose, work and influence only when its
membership numbers by the tens of thousands these practical tech-
nicians who breed and multiply pedigreed animals and plants.

Its thought and influence will reach all countries of the earth for
that which is interesting, new and vital in connection with genetics.
It will make plain to the laymen the theory of heredity. It will
interest legislators in putting forward scientific supervision for crea-
tive breeding in codperation with the practical breeders. It will
lead the public press in the discussion of the genetic improvement
of the human race. In fact if our enterprising breeders of pure
blooded stock and our plant breeders, seedsmen and nurserymen
knew how much the association is already doing they would all want
to share in the inspiration and results by being members of the
Association and thus become subscribers to its publications.


